Girl Scout Annual Family Giving Campaign
FAQs

What is the Family Campaign?

The Family Campaign (AFGC) is an organized, council-wide request for financial contributions from our Girl Scout families to help underwrite the cost of providing the Girl Scout Program to every girl member in our council. It is a way parents and adult Girl Scouts can tangibly express their belief in the value of Girl Scouting and make a difference in the lives of young women.

How much should I give?
 
We ask that you consider a significant AFGC contribution, according to your ability, to give your Girl Scout the very best experience possible and to help us reach every girl, everywhere.

What does my contribution to the Family Campaign support?

Annual Family Giving Campaign contributions help to provide necessary services and programs for girls. These contributions help provide volunteer recruitment and support services, troop organization, camp operation and maintenance, volunteer training and resources, development of exciting new activities for girls, financial assistance, and much more.

 I am unable to contribute at this time. May I make a pledge?

We gratefully accept pledges. You can choose how often you would like to be billed. You can pay your pledge by check or credit card, either in one lump sum payment or in installments. You have one year to pay it off completely, unless you make a multi-year pledge.

How are donors going to be recognized for tax purposes?

All donors will receive a thank you letter from the council within a 7 day period, to be used for tax purposes. These letters will only be sent to people who have made a donation through cash, check, credit card, or a payment on a pledge. Donors will not receive a letter for making a pledge. A payment must be received.

How should the money be turned into the council?

The money should be turned into the council the exact way it was received. The money should not be deposited into the troop checking accounts.

When should the money be turned into the council?

The money should be turned into the council, as soon as it is received and no later than December 22, 2010. Do not hold money for any amount of time. This gives the impression that the council does not need money. Also, holding checks can cause discrepancies in a person’s personal banking.

What happens if some of the parents sent the money into the council or donated online?

This is fine. We record the information into our database. It is imperative to make sure the service unit number and the troop number are listed with the donation. In addition, it is the duty of the Troop Campaign Manager to ask the parents if they have donated for recording purposes on the troop’s tally sheet. 

Can my Service Unit and/or troop participate in fundraising opportunities, such as a Chili’s Night, Pampered Chef, Avon etc…? Can the council do it?

According to Safety-Wise, the responsibility of fundraising is the responsibility of adults, and not girls. Selling Girl Scout cookies is not a fund-raising activity, but a Girl Scout program that teaches goal setting, decision making, money management, people skills, and business ethics. Because there is program built into the two council-sponsored product sales, girls may participate. 

Both GSUSA and our council review and evaluate forming local and national alliances, such as Chili’s locally. Because they are donating back a percentage of sales to the council who is a 501 (c)(3) organization, that portion is considered a donation. From a legal perspective, service units and troops are a subdivision of the council, and councils are the only distinct legal entity and the only entity with tax exemption. Service units and troops are not 501 (c)(3) organizations, so a troop or service unit cannot enter into the same kind of alliance.

Who determines how Girl Scouts Louisiana East spends its money?

Our volunteer Board of Directors annually reviews and approves the council’s budget. Before being submitted to the Board, the volunteer Finance Management Committee must first strenuously review the proposed budget and only on the recommendation of this committee can the budget be brought before the Board of Directors for approval.

My daughter paid a $12 registration fee this year. Why do you need the Annual Family Giving Campaign in addition to membership dues?

The $12 Girl Scout membership fee is sent directly to the Girl Scout national headquarters in New York to cover the cost of insurance, program development, and other services of the national organization. This money is not retained by our council. No part of the registration fee helps pay for the direct service your Girl Scout receives.



As a leader, I already contribute money for troop expenses. I just can’t give to Annual Family Giving Campaign, too.

Troop leaders should not have to support troop activities with their own money. Earning money to finance their plans is great learning experience for the girls and an important part of the Girl Scout program. The troop should develop a budget and use income from product sales, other money-earning projects, and troop dues to cover expenses.

I understand the Council is supported by the United Way; why should I give to the Annual Family Giving Campaign?

We receive funding from the Capital Area United Way, United Way of Tangipahoa Parish, St. Charles United Way, and St. John United Way. Unfortunately, United Way funding, both here in southeast Louisiana and nationally, has not kept pace with the costs of providing the Girl Scout program. In 2009, United Way agencies contributed only 6% of our budget. Therefore, our income must become more diversified and come from many sources, including our Girl Scout families through the Annual Family Giving Campaign. United Ways struggle to gain the dollars needed to provide important services to the community. When they do not reach their funding goals, or they add new agencies, the funding available for Girl Scouting often decreases.

I already give my time as a troop leader. Why should I give to the Family Campaign?

Your gift of volunteer time is Girl Scouting’s most valuable asset. Your additional support through the AFGC will ensure that the program is financially secure and continues to be there for every girl who wants to be a Girl Scout for years to come.

For a parent, Girl Scouting already costs so much—troop dues, uniforms, events!

The Girl Scout program is actually a very low-cost activity option. If a troop decides to participate in some events and trips that are more expensive, the girls should plan ways to earn the money so that parents are not funding the activities. Learning to earn money is one of the skills that helps Girl Scouts become more independent.

Since Girl Scouts sell so many cookies, don’t they already have a reliable funding source?

Although the Girl Scout cookie sale is one successful part of funding, we cannot rely on cookies alone to ensure that Girl Scouting continues to meet the needs of girls in southeast Louisiana. Our Family Campaign goal is to produce the support Girl Scouting needs through adult-generated means. By creating diverse ways of supporting the program, we ensure that girls today and tomorrow are guaranteed the best Girl Scouting has to offer.



What do I get for contributing to the Annual Family Giving Campaign?

You get a feeling of satisfaction in helping the Girl Scout program remain a vital force within our council area, so that girls - all girls- may take advantage of the benefits and opportunities offered by Girl Scouting.

 My company has a Matching Gifts fund. Will that help?
 
Yes! A Matching Gift is an excellent way to double or even triple your contribution to the Family Campaign. Contact your employer’s personnel office to see if Girl Scouting qualifies for a company match. If they do, return your completed matching gifts application form when you return your Family Campaign contribution.

