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Special opportunity for Girl Scouts aged 14-18.
Girl Scouts Louisiana East will sponsor 2 delegates to the Girls’ World Forum 2012. This forum will be held in Chicago July 12-16, 2012 and is hosted by the Girl Scouts of the USA and World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. The delegates will be chaperoned by an adult staff member or Girl Scouts Louisiana East volunteer.
What is the Girls’ World Forum? 
The Girls’ World Forum 2012 is the 3rd and final event in a series of forums. This Girls’ World Forum has the nickname GWF 2012. The series was created as part of GSUSA’s 100th anniversary celebrations and encourages connecting with girls from around the world to address worldwide issues.

The forums have and will engage girls from around the world in discussions addressing the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.  The UN set these Goals to encourage world citizens to develop and implement plans to eliminate poverty.  
GWF2012 will address three of the Goals: 

Goal 1: To End poverty and Hunger

Goal 3: to promote gender equality and empower women

Goal 7: to achieve the environmental sustainability.

(There is more information available to help you understand the importance and impact of the Goals will have on the world, please access this website http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/flash/index.asp)
What will happen at GWF 2012?

Girl participants will:

Exchange with external partners. 

Develop advocacy, leadership and communication skills. 
Identify viable solutions to MDG issues and incorporate them into designs of personal action plans. 

Participate in local take action projects. 

Review and incorporate Member Organizations 2010 and 2011 Forum action plans. 

100th Anniversary celebrations. 

Who should apply?

Active Girl Scouts who will be between the ages of 14-18 at the time of the forum who are:
Interested in the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. 

Willing to develop skills and networks to bring about change in their community and their country. 
Willing to participate in pre-forum meetings.

Willing to share your experience with Girl Scouts Louisiana East and implement your action plan.

What costs are involved?
As a selected participant, you will be responsible for $200 of the event fee. The fee covers all room, board and program/activity costs.  Girl Scouts Louisiana East will pay the remainder of the balance of your event fee and airfare from New Orleans to Chicago and all ground transportation once in Chicago.  Event fee will be due on March 31, 2012. Financial assistance may be available on a case by case basis.
In addition to the event fee, you will also be responsible for your own spending money on the trip, including souvenirs.
How do I apply?

Complete application and submit your Girls’ World Forum by February 6, 2012 at 8 p.m. A digitally scanned and email copy of your application is preferred, however a mailed or hand delivered copy will be accepted. (Please maintain a copy of your application for your records.)
Submit to mbaham@gsle.org
OR

Girl Scouts Louisiana East

Attn: Marissa Baham, Girl’s World Forum 

545 Colonial Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
Still have questions?

Please contact Marissa Baham @ 225-927-8946, extension 1224, or mbaham@gsle.org
	Girl Scouts Louisiana East 

Girls’ World Forum Application

Please use blue or black ink and follow all instructions listed below and submit your application by the deadline of February 6, 2012 at 8 p.m.

	APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Name of trip applying to:
	 Girls’ World Forum 2012

	Applicant name:
	

	Mailing address: 
	

	Phone:
	
	Cell:

	E-mail: 
	

	Date of birth:
	
	Current grade:
	
	Age at time of trip:
	

	School:
	

	Service Unit #:
	
	Troop #:

(Individually registered girls write Juliette)
	

	Parent/guardian name:
	

	Parent/guardian email:
	

	Parent/guardian phone
	Home:
	Cell:

	Troop Leader or Girl Scout Advisor name:
	

	Troop Leader or Girl Scout Advisor email:
	

	Troop Leader or Girl Scout Advisor phone: 
	Home:
	Cell:

	Troop Leader or Girl Scout Advisor address:
	 

	REFERENCES

	Please include the name and information of two non-related adults you have asked to be a reference for you. Consider someone from your service unit, a teacher, a sports coach or a member of your place of worship. We will contact these references. We cannot accept reference from family members.

	1. Name
	

	Relationship
	

	Address
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	References, cont

	2. Name
	

	Relationship
	

	Address
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	PREVIOUS TRAVEL EXPERIENCE

	Have you ever been away from your family overnight?  

 If yes, briefly describe length of time, where, when, and with whom. 

 If no, please describe why you are ready for this trip away from home now?

Attach additional pages if you need more space.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	List any nationwide or international travel opportunity in Girl  Scouting you have previously attended:

(If none, write N/A)
	
	Month, Year

	
	
	Month, Year

	
	
	Month, Year

	
	
	Month, Year

	List any Girl Scout travel opportunity with nationwide participation or an international event in Girl Scouting  you have previously applied for any and not been chosen. (If none, write N/A)
	
	Month, Year

	
	
	Month, Year

	
	
	Month, Year


	SKILLS INVENTORY

	Languages you speak other than English and level of fluency
	
	Circle One:

         Basic  /   Intermediate  /   Advanced

	
	
	Circle One:

         Basic  /   Intermediate  /   Advanced

	
	
	Circle One:

         Basic  /   Intermediate  /   Advanced


Essay Questions:

Please submit your typed answers to the following questions on a separate page attached to your application.  Attach as many additional pages as you need. 

1. Please describe why you want to participate in the event that you have chosen.  
Be specific about what knowledge and skills you would bring to each event and what you would like to bring home!  Don’t forget to describe any special skills you have related to the event, like camping or community service, or why you’re excited about trying out something new. 
2. Briefly describe your two most meaningful experiences away from home without your family.
3. How will you share your experiences with other Girl Scouts when you return from your trip? Be creative about what you would do and realistic about what you can do– don’t worry about specific dates or other such details, we mainly want to know how you will inspire others to travel.
	Girl Agreement: 
· The statements in the application are accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
· I understand that any false statements may cause disqualification of this application.   



	PRINT Girl Name:
	

	Signature of Girl: 
	
	Date:
	

	Parent/Guardian Consent: 

· I have read the statements in the application. They are accurate and I approve of this application.  My girl has my permission to fully participate in this travel patrol.

· I understand that any false statements may cause disqualification of this application.   

· I understand that the $200 event fee is non-refundable unless the trip is cancelled and this fee is due on March 31, 2012.
· I am prepared to support my girl in any prep and follow up work, if she is selected for this trip.

	PRINT Parent/Guardian Name:
	

	Signature of Parent/Guardian:
	
	Date:
	


Submit your application and essay to:

Scanned Copy to mbaham@gsle.org
or

Girl Scouts Louisiana East

Attn: Marissa Baham, Girl’s World Forum

545 Colonial Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
