
2026 Cookie Guide



Entrepreneurship
is fun!

Dear Girl Scout Family,

It’s that wonderful time of year again, Cookie
Season! I can’t tell you how excited I am to see
our girls gearing up for another amazing year of
entrepreneurship, goal-setting, and growth.
Every cookie sold represents courage,
confidence, and community, and I’m so proud of
the way our Girl Scouts show up to make a
difference.

This season, let’s celebrate every step of the
journey, from setting goals to sharing smiles
with every customer. Thank you to our
volunteers, families, and supporters who make it
all possible. Together, we’re building leaders who
are bold, creative, and unstoppable.

Here’s to another sweet and successful Cookie
Season with GSLE!

With excitement and gratitude,
Rebecca Pennington
Chief Executive Officer
Girl Scouts Louisiana East
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This Girl Scout Cookie™
season, we are inspiring Girl

Scouts® to be brave and fierce
entrepreneurs. And most
importantly, to have fun

together as a troop!



Include the 5 Skills

Through the Girl Scout Cookie Program®, Girl Scouts
gain these 5 skills and learn to think like entrepreneurs!

Goal Setting Girl Scouts learn how to set goals and create a
plan to reach them. 

Decision
Making

Girl Scouts learn to make decisions on their
own and as a team. 

Money
Management

Girl Scouts learn to create a budget and handle
money. 

People Skills Girl Scouts find their voice and build
confidence through customer interactions. 

Business
Ethics

Girl Scouts learn to act ethically—both in
business and life.
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ABC Bakers
Facebook

Excite and energize volunteers
and troops about cookie sales
with sales strategies, success

stories, technology tips and more

www.facebook.com/abcbakers

Lemonades
Facebook

Product sales and marketing tool www.facebook.com/LemonadesCookie

Lemonades
Instagram

Product sales and marketing tool @Lemonadescookie

Cookie
Calculator

Calculate package sales goals
based on number of packages
sold last year and the desired
percentage increase this year

www.abcsmartcookies.com/resources

Cookie theme
information

Gallery of images, clip art,
certificates

www.flickr.com/photos/abcbakersvolunteergaller
y/albums 

Cookie varieties Product descriptions and recipes www.abcbakers.com www.abcsmartcookies.com 

Rally Guide Fun ideas for troop rallies www.abcsmartcookies.com/resources

Standard forms
Parent permission slip, count it

up activity
www.abcsmartcookies.com/resources

Troop goal
poster

Poster
www.flickr.com/photos/abcbakersvolunteergaller

y/albums 
www.abcsmartcookies.com/resources

Volunteer and
girl videos

How-to videos on a variety of
topics

www.youtube.com/user
/ABCCouncils 

GSUSA
Resources

Cookie marketing and selling
tools

www.girlscouts.org/en/members/for-
volunteers/cookie-resources-troop-leaders-

volunteer.html

             Resources
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Activity Date

Start of the Cookie Season January 12

Cookie Booth Lottery January 17-19

First Come First Served Booth Signup 1 January 23-25

Parent Due Date for Digital Cookie Orders January 26

First Come First Served Booth Signup 2 January 30 - February 2

Troop Initial Orders Due February 1

Penny ACH Test February 2

Service Unit Initial Orders Due February 3

Council Order to ABC February 4

First Come, First Served Booth Signup 3
February 6 - End of Cookie

Season

MEGA DROP February 21 and 22

Cookie Booth Weekend 1 February 27 - March 1

First ACH March 4

Cookie Booth Weekend 2 March 6 - 8

Cookie Booth Weekend 3 March 13 - 15

Cookie Booth Weekend 4 March 20 - 22

Last Day to Sell Online and In-Person March 22

Cookie 
Calendar



Activity Date

Troop lockout from ABC, Reward Selections Due, All Money is Due in
Bank Accounts

March 24

Service Unit Lockout from ABC March 30

Final ACH April 2

Cookie 
Calendar

Continued



Name Role Contact

Meredith Bennett
Product Program and

Retail Senior
Manager

mbennett@gsle.org

Jessica Brown
Product Program

Specialist
jmbrown@gsle.org

Jill Pollard
Chief Operating

Officer
productsales@gsle.org

Cookie Team
GSLE’s Cookie Team is dedicated to helping

you navigate every aspect of the Cookie
Season. Our team provides trainings, email
updates, and is available via phone call and
email. We are here to help all year round,
not only during the Cookie Season, but to
help you prepare and close out the sale.
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Cookie Share 
Many Girl Scout troops participate in Cookie Share, a community

service project in which girls encourage customers to buy cookies for
donation to a non-profit organization selected by the troop. This year,

over 600 cases of cookies were donated to several community
organizations and non-profits, including local food banks, firefighters,

police, and hospitals, as well as a significant number of cookies going to
military men and women serving overseas, sending them through

organizations like Operation We Care and Blue Star Mothers of LA, as
well as to units where Girl Scouts had family members and friends.  

Promotions





Before the sale

Volunteer
Responsibilities

Complete your 2026 Troop Cookie Manager Agreement  

Assign yourself the role of Troop Cookie Manager in myGS (The Product Program Team can also

do this for you). Make sure your membership and your background check is up to date. 

Please make sure that your troop banking information is up to date. 

Make sure that girls participating in the Cookie Program are registered Girl Scouts for the 2026

membership year. 

Get Trained! -- Attend one of the Zoom or recorded trainings hosted by Product Program staff. 

Involve your girls and caregivers! Meet with your caregivers and girls to get familiar with the

upcoming program. Please ensure that you use only program materials provided by your

Service Unit and Council. Be sure to have a parent/guardian submit the online Caregiver

Permission and Responsibility form for each girl. Without the completed form, girls will not be

able to receive credit for sales. 

Set a Troop goal and encourage individual girl goals! With your girls and their guardians/parents,

decide on a Troop goal and work with girls to set a personal goal. 

View the Just in Time training video on “Smart Cookies Set Up for Girls & Volunteers”-the video

can be found on the ABC Bakers YouTube channel and under the Resources tab of your Smart

Cookies dashboard. 

Go Digital! Go over the Digital Cookie online sales platform with your girls and caregivers. Tell

them about the email link each will receive to register each girl on the Digital Cookie Direct site

and set up their account.  

Remember girls are “On their honor” to abide by the January 12 start date! 



During the sale

 Make sure you check your email for important updates from the Product Program Team. 

Ask caregivers if they need more cookies. Work with them to place an order for additional

cookies from a Council cupboard, local cupboard, or through a troop-to-troop transfer. 

Set a time and place for caregivers to pick up additional cookies and turn in money for

cookies they have already sold/delivered. 

Remind girls/caregivers that money is due for the first ACH draft before March 4. The first

ACH will be for 25% of your troop’s total balance due as of March 1 and will be drafted from

the troop bank account. 

Deposit all collected cookie money into your troop bank account. 

Council will be doing an ACH draft test on February 2, 2026, to ensure bank accounts are set

up correctly. 

Remind girls about collecting donations. 

Transfer cookies in Smart Cookies from your troop to girls who have sold cookies as

necessary. 

Check your Troop Balance Summary Report in Smart Cookies to see what cookies have

been transferred into your troop from cupboards and other troops, and what has been

transferred out of your troop. Report any possible discrepancies to your SUCM immediately. 

Check the messages section of your Smart Cookies dashboard for important news,

reminders, and alerts. 

Keep track of the girls’ cookies in Digital Cookie for all orders. This is important to do,

especially for girls who received extra cookie orders after their Initial Orders and/or

participated in a cookie booth sale. 

During the last week of the Cookie Program, encourage your girls and caregivers to sell

anything that they have left! Watch for notices from your SUCM for troops who would like to

trade varieties or transfer cookies (in or out of the troop). Make sure you have some of the

favorites for your final booth sales! 



After the sale

Set a time and place for caregivers to pick up additional cookies and turn in money for

cookies they have sold/delivered. 

Deposit all collected cookie money into your troop bank account. 

Send a final reminder notice to each girl who still owes money for cookies and let them

know of the final deadline for turning in money owed. Report any potential problems with

caregiver payments to your SUCM. 

Transfer cookies in Smart Cookies from your troop to girls who have sold cookies as

necessary. 

Check Smart Cookies for transfers in and out of your troop for accuracy and report any

discrepancies to your SUCM immediately. 

Make sure you select your Girl Scout’s reward choices in Smart Cookies before March 24. 

If the troop does not finalize the sale by distributing all the cookies that are remaining, the

missing rewards will not be replaced for the girls once the system has closed.  

Council may, at our discretion, allocate any of these unallocated boxes at the end of the

program to ensure girls earn rewards. 
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Thin Mints® 24% Trefoils® 11%

Caramel deLites® 21% Peanut Butter Sandwich 7%

Peanut Butter Patties® 14% Caramel Chocolate Chip 2%

Adventurefuls® 9%

Lemonades® 12%

Compact car 23 cases

Hatchback car 30 cases

Standard car 35 cases

SUV 60 cases

Station Wagon 75 cases

Minivan 75 cases

Pickup truck 100 cases

Cargo van 200 cases

The oven that bakes Trefoils® is as
long as an American Football field.

Girl Scouts have been selling
Lemonades® since 2006.

ABC uses enough peanut butter in
Peanut Butter Patties® to fill 6

swimming pools.

A cookie season of Caramel
deLites® needs as much coconut

as 6 blue whales weigh.

Cookie
Facts

$7 per
package

Fun
Facts!

12 cookie
packages
per case

How much should I order?
Based on average sales per cookie variety in the past, we
recommend you order based on the below mixture:

24%
Thin Mints

21%
Caramel Delights

21%
Peanut Butter

Patties

Proceeds stay local!

How much can I pickup?



Get the scoop on Exploremores™!

These rocky road ice cream-inspired sandwich cookies—filled with the
delicious flavors of chocolate, marshmallow, and toasted almond

flavored crème—reflect the spirit of exploration at the heart of every
Girl Scout. From a curious kindergartener, amazed by jellyfish at the
local aquarium, to a middle schooler finding the courage to go on her

first overnight trip with her troop, Girl Scouts know the road to
discovery starts with exploration.







Ordering

Delivery

Booths

Prepare to be Fierce

Traditional Order Card: Girls talk to friends,
family, and neighbors, and use their
entrepreneurial skills to sell during the Cookie
Product Program. The Girl Scout records the
customer's order on the Order Card. The
customer does not pay until delivery. Girls
deliver the cookies & collect money at that
time. 
Direct Ship: Customers prepay and have
cookies shipped directly to their door. The
Girl Scouts’ Smart Cookie Dashboard will be
updated automatically. The cookies are
delivered directly to the customer. No girl
contact is required. 
Online: Online order customers can request
girl delivery or direct shipping to their door.

Online orders can be requested for girl
delivery. Caregivers must approve the
order in the Digital Cookie system. Girls
have the responsibility to record it on their
order card and/or report the inventory
needed to their troop leader. If the
customer chooses to use the credit card
payment feature, they can prepay online.
Girl Scouts deliver the cookies, and no
payment is needed. 

Cookie Booth sales are a great way to increase
your troop’s Cookie Product Program success!
After securing permission from the manager of a
location for a date and time, troops MUST submit
their booth information in the “Booth” tab in Smart
Cookie for:  
•Council approval and awareness of where troops
are holding Cookie Booths throughout the booth
season. 
•Free advertising through the GSLE website
(www.gsle.org) and GSUSAs online Cookie Finder. 
•Avoiding conflicts with another troop’s scheduling
at the same location/date/time. 
No bars, breweries, wineries, or drug dispensaries
are allowed. Council reserves the right to deny any
booth site that is not up to our standards. If
troops insist on a location that was denied, the
troop leaders could be released for placing girls in
harm’s way.  
There must be two registered, background-
checked, non-related female adult volunteers
present at all times. Daisy Girl Scouts are only
permitted to sell at booths at schools, places of
worship, or outside of their homes (Lemonade
Stand).   
When arriving for booth setup, please notify the
manager on duty beforehand. Please abide by
management’s rules and regulations regarding
booths. 



Money

It is the Troop Cookie Manager's responsibility to collect
all money from the families. Do not hold on to money
until you have it all, rather, ask families to turn cookie
money in to you as soon as they receive it and deposit it
as quickly as possible. Set-up time(s) are designated for
this purpose to meet with caregivers and do not accept
money from a girl without a caregiver present. Ensure
that a receipt is provided for every financial and cookie
transaction.  

Smart Cookies will calculate troop proceeds based on the number of girls selling and the 
total number of boxes ordered by the troop, both in the Initial (Early) Order and from Cookie
Cupboards. Find this on the ‘Dashboard’ in Smart Cookies. For more details, go to Reports and
select the ‘Troop Balance Summary Report’. Enter family payments in Smart Cookies under the
Finance Tab ‘Girl Orders’ column, dollar amounts in the ‘Paid’ column, as documentation of
payments, so this information is accessible to Council. For more details, go to ‘Reports’ and
select the ‘Girl Balance Summary Report’. At the end of the program, when all monies are
collected from the girls, the girls balances should all reflect a zero balance. 

ANY TIME COOKIES OR MONEY EXCHANGES HANDS, A RECEIPT IS NEEDED.  
1. Fill out a cookie receipt for each caregiver who gives you cookie money.  
2. Include Troop number, girl’s name, date, and amount received on each receipt.  
3. Have each caregiver count their cookie money in front of you to verify the amount before
signing the receipt. Do not accept unopened Girl Money Envelopes without counting the money
with each caregiver. 
4. Caregivers are responsible for all cookies and money during the Product Program. Have
caregivers, not girls, sign the receipt.  
5. Troop Cookie Managers sign in the “Received From” area of the receipt, and the caregivers sign
in the “Received By” area.  
6. Give caregivers a signed copy of the receipt and retain a copy for your records. It is best
practice to keep all receipts from transactions during the Cookie Season. This will serve as
verification and a safeguard to protect you in case of questions after the payment is received. 



Returns, Damages 
+ Leftovers

Donations

There are no cookie returns from the cupboard.
However, if you receive damaged cookies, please bring
them to a cookie cupboard for an exchange. If you
have leftover cookies after the season ends, you are
responsible for selling the cookies. If you need
assistance, advice, or help through that process, the
Product Program Team will be there to assist as best
as we can!  

To enter donations on Smart Cookies, you will use the
Virtual Cookie Share button under the Orders Tab on
Smart Cookies. The Unit of Measure (UOM) is set in
Package quantities. Enter each girl's totals in package
quantities. You may enter one order or multiple
orders until the end of the sale. To view all completed
Virtual Cookie Share orders, hover over the Orders
tab, then select Manage Orders. The Girl Scout will be
financially responsible for these cookies. 

There is also a Tracked Cookie Share option on Smart
Cookies. You can find this under Orders -> Tracked
Cookie Share. Use this if you had girls sell cookies as
donations at a booth. Tracked Cookie share allows
you to transfer donated packages without giving the
Girl Scout financial responsibility. 







Meet your new BFF

Use these black footed ferret fun facts to kick off your cookie rally. Will

you turn them into a game? How about a package of cookies as a prize

for whoever gets the most correct!  

The black footed ferret is the only ferret

species native to North America

Average life span in the wild is 1-3 years,

and 4-6 in captivity 

They were thought to be extinct until 1981

when a few were found in Wyoming. Today

over 400 live in the wild thanks to captive

breeding and reintroduction and cloning.

They are nocturnal, most active at night,

and fossorial, living underground

Natural habitat is the grassland 

ecosytem in the North American plains

Black-footed ferrets are dependent on prairie dog

colony health, as they are their primary source of

food! 

Source: www.worldwildlife.org/stories/black-footed-ferret-facts-the-masked-bandits-of-the-northern-great-plains



Be on the lookout for this important email!

Add noreply@abcsmartcookies.com 
to your safe sender list!

ABC Bakers provides YouTube
training videos to guide you every

step of the way!  
Training can be accessed directly

from 
www.abcsmartcookies.com/safety-and-training 

http://www.abcsmartcookies.com/safety-and-training
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Promising Practices

Collect all outstanding money from girls/caregivers by March 25 and deposit
it into your troop bank account. 
Complete all transfers of cookies in Smart Cookies from your troop to girls
by the March 24 deadline. 
Let girls and their parents/guardians know each girl’s final box total. 
View the Just in Time training tutorial on “Recognition Orders” on ABC’s
YouTube Channel, or under the Resources tab of your Smart Cookies
dashboard. 
Create your troop’s main recognition order in Smart Cookies and check for
accuracy before March 24 - Be sure your girls get credit for their sales! 
Check Smart Cookies for transfers in and out of your troop for accuracy and
report any discrepancies to your Service Unit Cookie Manager immediately. 
Review your Troop Balance Summary report in Smart Cookies and check for
accuracy before the final April 2 ACH draft. Report any discrepancies to your
SUCM immediately. 
Please turn in the following items for any girl who did not pay her cookie bill
in full: Cookie Collection Cognito form, copies of receipts, emails/texts, and
any other documentation, and Girl Balance Summary report from Smart
Cookies. All Cookie Collection forms are due April 2. 
Once incentives arrive in May to your SUCM, please pick up recognitions and
distribute to girls as soon as possible. 
Report recognition issues and/or shortages to your SUCM as soon as
possible. 
Have a cookie and pat yourself on the back for a job well done! 
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https://www.cognitoforms.com/GirlScoutsLouisianaEast/_2026CookieCollectionsForm
https://www.cognitoforms.com/GirlScoutsLouisianaEast/_2023cookieprogramcollectionsform


2026 Cookie Season Price Increase 
As we prepare for the upcoming Girl Scout Cookie Season,
we want to keep you informed of a few important updates. 

 
Beginning this year, traditional Girl Scout Cookies will be
$7 per box, and gluten-free cookies will be $9 per box. 

This adjustment reflects the rising costs of ingredients,
production, and distribution—realities faced by any business.
The Girl Scout Cookie Program is first and foremost an
entrepreneurial learning experience for girls, and navigating
these changes helps teach real-world skills like financial
literacy, goal setting, and adaptability. 

To support our troops, we’re also increasing troop
proceeds by an additional five cents per box, ensuring
more funds go directly back to the girls and their activities. 

Thank you for your continued support of this incredible
program. 
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H
av

e a great cookie season!


